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CHAPTER 18—MILITARY SUPPORT FOR 
CIVILIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

Sec. 
371. Use of information collected during military 

operations. 
372. Use of military equipment and facilities. 
373. Training and advising civilian law enforce-

ment officials. 
374. Maintenance and operation of equipment. 
375. Restriction on direct participation by mili-

tary personnel. 
376. Support not to affect adversely military pre-

paredness. 
377. Reimbursement. 
378. Nonpreemption of other law. 
379. Assignment of Coast Guard personnel to 

naval vessels for law enforcement purposes. 
380. Enhancement of cooperation with civilian 

law enforcement officials. 
381. Procurement by State and local governments 

of law enforcement equipment suitable for 
counter-drug activities through the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

382. Emergency situations involving chemical or 
biological weapons of mass destruction. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XIV, § 1416(a)(2), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2723, added item 382. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title XI, § 1122(a)(2), Nov. 
30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1755, added item 381. 

1989—Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title XII, § 1216(a), Nov. 
29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1569, in chapter heading substituted 
‘‘18’’ for ‘‘8’’. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title XI, § 1104(a), Sept. 
29, 1988, 102 Stat. 2043, amended chapter analysis gen-
erally substituting, in chapter heading ‘‘CHAPTER 8— 
MILITARY SUPPORT FOR CIVILIAN LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AGENCIES’’ for ‘‘CHAPTER 18—MILITARY CO-
OPERATION WITH CIVILIAN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIALS’’, in item 374 ‘‘Maintenance and operation 
of equipment’’ for ‘‘Assistance by Department of De-
fense personnel’’, in item 376 ‘‘Support not to affect ad-
versely military preparedness’’ for ‘‘Assistance not to 
affect adversely military preparedness’’ and in item 380 
‘‘Enhancement of cooperation with civilian law en-
forcement officials’’ for ‘‘Department of Defense drug 
law enforcement assistance: annual plan’’. 

1987—Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title XII, § 1243(b), Dec. 4, 
1987, 101 Stat. 1164, added item 380. 

1986—Pub. L. 99–570, title III, § 3053(b)(2), Oct. 27, 1986, 
100 Stat. 3207–76, added item 379. 

§ 371. Use of information collected during mili-
tary operations 

(a) The Secretary of Defense may, in accord-
ance with other applicable law, provide to Fed-
eral, State, or local civilian law enforcement of-
ficials any information collected during the nor-
mal course of military training or operations 
that may be relevant to a violation of any Fed-
eral or State law within the jurisdiction of such 
officials. 

(b) The needs of civilian law enforcement offi-
cials for information shall, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, be taken into account in the 
planning and execution of military training or 
operations. 

(c) The Secretary of Defense shall ensure, to 
the extent consistent with national security, 
that intelligence information held by the De-
partment of Defense and relevant to drug inter-
diction or other civilian law enforcement mat-
ters is provided promptly to appropriate civilian 
law enforcement officials. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 905(a)(1), Dec. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1115; amended Pub. L. 100–456, div. 
A, title XI, § 1104(a), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 2043.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456 amended section generally, des-
ignating existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserting 
reference to military training, and adding subsecs. (b) 
and (c). 

SHORT TITLE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 99–570, title III, § 3051, Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 
3207–74, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle A 
(§§ 3051–3059) of title III of Pub. L. 99–570, enacting sec-
tion 379 of this title, amending sections 374 and 911 of 
this title, enacting provisions set out as notes under 
sections 374, 525, and 9441 of this title, and repealing 
provisions set out as a note under section 89 of Title 14, 
Coast Guard] may be cited as the ‘Defense Drug Inter-
diction Assistance Act’.’’ 

AUTHORITY FOR JOINT TASK FORCES TO PROVIDE SUP-
PORT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CONDUCTING 
COUNTER-TERRORISM ACTIVITIES 

Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title X, § 1022, Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1594, as amended by Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title 
X, § 1022, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3427, provided that: 

‘‘(a) AUTHORITY.—A joint task force of the Depart-
ment of Defense that provides support to law enforce-
ment agencies conducting counter-drug activities may 
also provide, subject to all applicable laws and regula-
tions, support to law enforcement agencies conducting 
counter-terrorism activities. 

‘‘(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—During fiscal years 2006 
and 2007, funds available to a joint task force to sup-
port counter-drug activities may also be used to pro-
vide the counter-terrorism support authorized by sub-
section (a). 

‘‘(c) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than December 31, 
2006, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to Congress 
a report evaluating the effect on counter-drug and 
counter-terrorism activities and objectives of using 
counter-drug funds of a joint task force to provide 
counter-terrorism support authorized by subsection (a). 

‘‘(d) CONDITIONS.—Any support provided under sub-
section (a) may only be provided in the geographic area 
of responsibility of the joint task force.’’ 

§ 372. Use of military equipment and facilities 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 

may, in accordance with other applicable law, 
make available any equipment (including asso-
ciated supplies or spare parts), base facility, or 
research facility of the Department of Defense 
to any Federal, State, or local civilian law en-
forcement official for law enforcement purposes. 

(b) EMERGENCIES INVOLVING CHEMICAL AND BIO-
LOGICAL AGENTS.—(1) In addition to equipment 
and facilities described in subsection (a), the 
Secretary may provide an item referred to in 
paragraph (2) to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement or emergency response agency to 
prepare for or respond to an emergency involv-
ing chemical or biological agents if the Sec-
retary determines that the item is not reason-
ably available from another source. The require-
ment for a determination that an item is not 
reasonably available from another source does 
not apply to assistance provided under section 
382 of this title pursuant to a request of the At-
torney General for the assistance. 

(2) An item referred to in paragraph (1) is any 
material or expertise of the Department of De-
fense appropriate for use in preparing for or re-
sponding to an emergency involving chemical or 
biological agents, including the following: 
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(A) Training facilities. 
(B) Sensors. 
(C) Protective clothing. 
(D) Antidotes. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 905(a)(1), Dec. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1115; amended Pub. L. 100–456, div. 
A, title XI, § 1104(a), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 2043; 
Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title III, § 378, Feb. 10, 
1996, 110 Stat. 284; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title 
XIV, § 1416(b), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2723.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b). 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–201 inserted at end ‘‘The re-
quirement for a determination that an item is not rea-
sonably available from another source does not apply 
to assistance provided under section 382 of this title 
pursuant to a request of the Attorney General for the 
assistance.’’ 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456 amended section generally, in-
serting ‘‘(including associated supplies or spare parts)’’ 
and substituting ‘‘Department of Defense’’ for ‘‘Army, 
Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps’’. 

TRANSFER OF EXCESS PERSONAL PROPERTY 

Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title XII, § 1208, Nov. 29, 1989, 
103 Stat. 1566, as amended by Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, 
title X, § 1044, Oct. 23, 1992, 106 Stat. 2493, which author-
ized the Secretary of Defense to transfer excess per-
sonal property of the Department of Defense to Federal 
and State agencies, provided conditions for transfer, 
and terminated the Secretary’s authority on Sept. 30, 
1997, was repealed and restated in section 2576a of this 
title by Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title X, § 1033(a)(1), 
(b)(1), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2639, 2640. 

§ 373. Training and advising civilian law enforce-
ment officials 

The Secretary of Defense may, in accordance 
with other applicable law, make Department of 
Defense personnel available— 

(1) to train Federal, State, and local civilian 
law enforcement officials in the operation and 
maintenance of equipment, including equip-
ment made available under section 372 of this 
title; and 

(2) to provide such law enforcement officials 
with expert advice relevant to the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 905(a)(1), Dec. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1115; amended Pub. L. 99–145, title 
XIV, § 1423(a), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 752; Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title XI, § 1104(a), Sept. 29, 1988, 
102 Stat. 2043.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–456 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions authorizing Secretary of Defense, 
in accordance with applicable law, to make Defense De-
partment personnel available for training, etc., for 
former subsecs. (a) to (c) authorizing Secretary of De-
fense to assign members of Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps, etc., for training, etc., briefing sessions 
by Attorney General, and other functions of Attorney 
General and Administrator of General Services. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–145 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Section 1423(b) of Pub. L. 99–145 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by subsection (a) [amending this 
section] shall take effect on January 1, 1986.’’ 

§ 374. Maintenance and operation of equipment 
(a) The Secretary of Defense may, in accord-

ance with other applicable law, make Depart-
ment of Defense personnel available for the 
maintenance of equipment for Federal, State, 
and local civilian law enforcement officials, in-
cluding equipment made available under section 
372 of this title. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2) and in accord-
ance with other applicable law, the Secretary of 
Defense may, upon request from the head of a 
Federal law enforcement agency, make Depart-
ment of Defense personnel available to operate 
equipment (including equipment made available 
under section 372 of this title) with respect to— 

(A) a criminal violation of a provision of law 
specified in paragraph (4)(A); 

(B) assistance that such agency is authorized 
to furnish to a State, local, or foreign govern-
ment which is involved in the enforcement of 
similar laws; 

(C) a foreign or domestic counter-terrorism 
operation; or 

(D) a rendition of a suspected terrorist from 
a foreign country to the United States to 
stand trial. 

(2) Department of Defense personnel made 
available to a civilian law enforcement agency 
under this subsection may operate equipment 
for the following purposes: 

(A) Detection, monitoring, and communica-
tion of the movement of air and sea traffic. 

(B) Detection, monitoring, and communica-
tion of the movement of surface traffic outside 
of the geographic boundary of the United 
States and within the United States not to ex-
ceed 25 miles of the boundary if the initial de-
tection occurred outside of the boundary. 

(C) Aerial reconnaissance. 
(D) Interception of vessels or aircraft de-

tected outside the land area of the United 
States for the purposes of communicating 
with such vessels and aircraft to direct such 
vessels and aircraft to go to a location des-
ignated by appropriate civilian officials. 

(E) Operation of equipment to facilitate 
communications in connection with law en-
forcement programs specified in paragraph 
(4)(A). 

(F) Subject to joint approval by the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Attorney General 
(and the Secretary of State in the case of a 
law enforcement operation outside of the land 
area of the United States)— 

(i) the transportation of civilian law en-
forcement personnel along with any other 
civilian or military personnel who are sup-
porting, or conducting, a joint operation 
with civilian law enforcement personnel; 

(ii) the operation of a base of operations 
for civilian law enforcement and supporting 
personnel; and 

(iii) the transportation of suspected terror-
ists from foreign countries to the United 
States for trial (so long as the requesting 
Federal law enforcement agency provides all 
security for such transportation and main-
tains custody over the suspect through the 
duration of the transportation). 

(3) Department of Defense personnel made 
available to operate equipment for the purpose 
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